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The Registered Post 
 
The newsletter of CRFP                                                no 21      July 2008 
 
 
 
Letter from the Acting Chairman                                    
 
Professor David Croisdale-Appleby JP, PhD, FRSH, FRIPH, FRSA 
 
David is our longest serving Board Member, joining the Board in 
2003. He was Vice Chairman and Chairman of the Finance and Audit 
Committee before taking over as Acting Chairman in March. David 
has a very broad range of involvements spanning medicine and 
health, criminal justice, education and social justice. He is Chairman 
of a number of organisations in the public and voluntary sectors, a 
former Director of Centrex, and currently chairs the NICE programme 
on long term sickness and incapacity. He represents the GMC and 
PMETB in the quality assurance of medical education. He is a 
passionate campaigner for social justice for those with learning 
disabilities and those with mental health and substance abuse 
problems. He is a Professor at the School of Medicine and Health at 
Durham University, the Wolfson Research Institute and the Durham 
Business School. 
 
“I am delighted to have the opportunity to lead the CRFP Board at such an interesting and 
challenging phase of its development. In particular, on behalf of the Board, I welcome the 
opportunity for CRFP to contribute to the Forensic Science Regulator’s review of the registration 
of forensic practitioners.  
 
The forensic landscape is more sophisticated than when CRFP was established in 1999, with 
the recent advent of a Ministry of Justice, a Forensic Science Regulator and the National 
Policing Improvement Agency, together with the work being undertaken by the United Kingdom 
Accreditation Service with the International Organisation for Standardisation, and by Skills for 
Justice with the National Occupational Standards. CRFP expects to restate the added value of 
registration – with its robust assessment of competence, revalidation after four years, and Code 
of Conduct against which questions of fitness to practise can be judged, and also to 
demonstrate the compatibility of CRFP registration with these new initiatives. The judiciary and 
HMIC value CRFP’s independence from vested interests, its coverage of specialties which do 
not fall within the police or Regulator’s remit and its unique position in relation to the 
maintenance of standards in the independent sector.”
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The Register Total – 2901 
 
Note: The figures show the number of registrants per specialty. Some practitioners are registered in more than one specialty: as at  

9 June 2008, there were 2712 practitioners on the register.                                          
                                          
The register opened  

• On 1 March 2008 to a joint scheme with the Institute of Traffic Accident Investigators 
(ITAI) so that applicants in collision investigation can secure CRFP registration and 
membership of ITAI at the same time 

• On 13 May to vehicle crime examination, a subspecialty under the Road Transport 
Investigation specialty. 

 
And will open on 1 September 2008 to  

• Linguistics 

• Audio examination and phonetics 

• Natural science : earth science, including geology and pedology; entomology; 
environmental science; hydrology; marine science; meteorology; plant science, including 
botany, palynology and taphonomy. 

 
CRFP Representative in Northern Ireland 
 

Freddie Hall, OBE QGM DL, formerly Assistant Chief Constable in the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary, is our part-time representative in Northern 
Ireland. Using his extensive network of contacts across the province, he is 
meeting with key, senior stakeholders in Northern Ireland to raise 
awareness about CRFP and discuss matters of mutual interest. In 
particular he is working with PSNI and FSNI to reach an optimum take-up 
favoured by the employers. He has also organised an initial, most 
encouraging meeting with representatives from the three Armed Forces, 
some of whom flew in from Europe for the discussions. One already knew 
quite a lot about CRFP having been registered prior to moving on to a 
training career.                                               
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Professor Wesley Vernon has joined the CRFP Board as a 
professional member. He is known to CRFP for his contribution to the 
establishment of the CRFP scheme for forensic podiatry; the register 
opened to podiatry in October 2006 and Wesley acts as one of two lead 
assessors. His day job is Head of Podiatry Services and Research Lead 
for the Provider Services arm of Sheffield NHS Primary Care Trust. He is 
nationally and internationally known for his research and teaching. He 
has recently returned from a visit to China, where he was invited by the 
Institute of Forensic Science in Beijing to undertake a three day seminar 
to show Chinese forensic scientists the approaches to forensic podiatry 
which have been developed in the UK. In 2007 he attended a Board 
meeting of the International Association for Identification (IAI), where he presented a case for 
the recognition of forensic podiatry in the organisation; this led to the creation of a sub-
committee for forensic podiatry within the IAI, which he now chairs. We are delighted to 
welcome him to the Board. 
 
 
We welcome the new lead and specialty assessors for linguistics and audio and phonetics, 
trained in late May, together with specialty assessors in longer established disciplines. We take 
the opportunity to express our gratitude to those assessors who have been with CRFP almost 
since its inception in 1999 and are standing down as their six or seven year period of service 
comes to an end. The CRFP assessment system could not operate without your support and 
encouragement – THANK YOU and we hope you will remain in contact with us. 

Advertisement: two professional members of the CRFP Board 
 
The CRFP Board is made of up of several categories of member (nominated, lay and professional), totalling 
15 members. 
 
Two professional members will step down from the Board in February 2009 after having completed a three 
year term of office.  
 
Applications are therefore invited for two new Professional Board members.  The successful candidates will 
formally take up their roles in March 2009 but may be invited to attend Board meetings before this time as an 
observer. 
 
Applicants must be a registered forensic practitioner - in any specialty. 
 
Time commitment: 
 
The CRFP Board meets up to six times a year, usually in the afternoon.  Board members are the Directors of 
CRFP (Ltd) and are entitled to receive an allowance for attendance at meetings, currently £285, and 
reimbursement of related expenses. 
 
Board members are also invited to contribute to core business by joining one of the committees that report to 
the Board. Current committees are: 

• Finance & Audit Committee 

• Nominations Committee 

• Remuneration Committee 
 
If you feel that you would like to be considered for one of the professional Board member positions and you 
meet the eligibility criteria as mentioned above, an application pack can be requested from Ynes Taylor in the 
CRFP office (her contact details are on the last page).  If you would like an informal discussion about the role, 
Ynes will be happy to put you in touch with someone who can advise you. 
 
Applications must be received by Friday 29 August 2008; selection will be by interview.  
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I’m Joshua Bramall, the new Assessor Support Officer at CRFP, having 
arrived via the Parole Board for England and Wales.  
 
My main role is to ensure that the specialties are fully resourced and are 
able to respond efficiently to the flow of applications and revalidations. I’ve 
met a lot of the assessors either in person or through emails, especially 
those who have responded to my website blog. I’m currently working to 
improve the transparency of the process to recruit assessors. 
 
I’ve enjoyed meeting the Board members and the new Forensic Regulator, 
and attended a focus meeting on imaging, the recent Sector Assessment 
Panel meetings and an assessor training course. Let me know how I can be of assistance to 
you! 

 
Here to help 

 

Our team is here to help. If you have questions about any aspect of our work please e-mail us 
or contact us at:  
                           CRFP  
                           Tavistock House,  
                           Tavistock Square,  
                           London WC1H 9HX. 
 
General enquiries                                                            T: 020 7383 2200            
                                                                                               F:        020 7383 0888 
          E:         info@crfp.org 
 
 
Kate Horne  Acting Chief Executive    T: 020 7874 1921 
         E: khorne@crfp.org 
 
Ynes Taylor Administration Manager   T: 020 7874 1924 
       E: ytaylor@crfp.org 
 
Terence Dourado Registration Officer    T: 020 7874 1923 
       E: tdourado@crfp.org 
 
Andreas Heiner Systems Officer    T: 020 7874 1922 
         E: aheiner@crfp.org  
 
Joshua Bramall Assessor Support Officer   T: 020 7874 1925 
       E: jbramall@crfp.org 
 
Our website can be found at www.crfp.org.uk and contains all you need to know about how we 
work, the people involved, all our major publications and helpful links to other sites in the 
forensic world. You can download your application forms and make copies for colleagues. And if 
you are registered you can find your own name! 

 
Your contact details 

 Please remember to let us know about any changes to your registered contact details (and 
any other contact details you have provided us with), and provide an email address if you 
have not done so already. Several registrants have recently failed to revalidate on time 
because we did not have current contact details; they have had to apply afresh for 
registration.  
 


